THE   MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF   HISTORY
extraneous to the events themselves, invented for expedi-
ency's sake by one historian and adopted by others,
because our intellect, unable to grasp the whole, cannot
dispense with divisions and classifications.1
The amount of truth in these theories is limited in
the first place to the fact that men have different needs
and ambitions and are of different opinions on most
subjects ; and, secondly, that, for psychological reasons,
they are apt to rush from one extreme to the other.
These reasons are certainly of a subjective nature; dis-
appointed, angry and exhausted by the sufferances and
difficulties of a certain social state, a system, a govern-
ment, they are ready to reject all, even what is good
and useful in it, and expect salvation from something as
new and as different as possible from their present system
or state. The new system or state will frequently appear
in some sense contradictory to the former. Yet men
will do this by no means always nor regularly nor in
every respect; they alter some things and retain others ;
many institutions, habits, beliefs remain more or less the
same in spite of great social and political changes, while
in others only slight deviations are noticeable.
In fact, the development, as we have already pointed
1 No doubt -we adopt objective distinctions for our partition of history
into different epochs and periods. It is easy and natural to distinguish
between modern and mediaeval history, or between the latter and that of
ancient Greece and Rome; the differences in these cases are marked and
real. Yet no one is capable of exactly defining when and where any of
these periods has its beginning or its end. We can only state that after a
period of dark centuries full of internecine warfare and destruction, there
were settled in Europe a group of nations which lived under social con-
ditions and in a state of civilisation very different from those of the earlier
days. The beginning of new periods, besides, sets in at different times in
different regions: modern history began in reality much later in Russia
and in the Balkans than in Central or Western Europe ; one might even
say that the beginning of a new period is different in the different strata
of one and the same people,
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